
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Official Newsletter of the Sunshine Jazz Organization since 1986 
 

Welcome to SJOôs debut, online edition of the Sunshine Jazz Messenger! 

In an effort to save energy, trees and funds, we are introducing this digital format to publish the Jazz Messenger 

for those who enjoy the online experience. For our more traditional members, we will continue mailing your 

copy as always. Weôre eager to hear from you with comments. Please drop us an email, note or phone call. 

 

Volume 26, Issue 4, Online 1 

Next Edition: Sept-Oct, 2011 

Copy due by August 15th 

 

2011 SJO Board of Directors 

President ï Keith Valles 

Vice President ï Holly Spillane 

Treasurer ï J.D. Mack 

Secretary ï Jeanette Tullis 

Directors ï 

Ginny Crawford 

Arthur Simms 

Gera Wright 

Sam Gunning  

Myrtill Ford 

Janice Jackson 

 

Honorary Director ï Ralph Clark 

Executive Director ï Thelma Valles  

President Emeritus ï China Valles 

 

NEWSLETTER EDITORS 

Ginny Crawford ginnycraw@aol.com 

Holly Spillane sunjazzorg@aol.com 

 

The Sunshine Jazz Messenger 

PO Box 381038, Miami, Florida 33238 

Fax (954)925-5573 

 

The Sunshine Jazz Organization was formed in August of 1986 to support Americaôs indigenous music ï Jazz. 

We hope to foster and enhance interest in and appreciation of our beloved music by creating avenues to 

promote public performances, and encourage education and the development of Floridaôs Jazz talent. 
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The 2
nd

 Annual South Florida Jazz Hall of Fame  

as reviewed by Ms. Alice Day 

On Sunday, June 5th, the 2nd annual South Florida Jazz Hall of Fame 

installation ceremony took place at the Joseph Caleb Auditorium in Miami. 

Being at the Caleb Center, it seemed only natural that we use the opportunity 

to honor the memory of Chief Sandrell Rivers. As many of you know, Ms. 

Rivers was a major contributor, and perhaps the catalyst behind the 

transformation of the Caleb Center into the thriving hub of community 

services and activities that it is today. In honor of her quest to bring the arts to 

every community in the Miami-Dade County area, it is our quest to keep her 

legacy alive.    

 

 

The former host of Eveninô Jazz on WLRN 91.3 FM, Len Pace, and the present host, Tracy Fields, were the 

MCs and presenters. The 2010 hall of fame inductees were yet another stellar cast of individuals who have 

given, and continue to give of themselves and their gifts to the shores of South Florida and the world, in the 

name of Jazz. Those in attendance were treated to a rare, impromptu performance by the Rivileers, led by Mel 

Dancy, with a stirring rendition of ñSentimental Reasons.ò This group, most popular in the 1950s- ó60s, had not 

appeared together for at least 25 years. Mel was wheeled in, making an appearance straight from the 

rehabilitation facility, where he is being treated for two (!) broken ankles. However, wearing a cast on one side 

and a boot on the other seemed to have no effect on his voice. He sang beautifully. 

 

Charles Austin, in his inimitable fashion, wove his stories into a plethora of sound that poured from his horn 

with joy, pain and authority.  

 

Ir a Sullivan celebrated his 80th birthday just a month before the event and had returned from a whirlwind tour 

two days prior. He was proof that day that age is just a number. The closing number of the evening was Iraôs 

signature tune, Amazing Grace, a tune in everybodyôs repertoire. Singers from the audience appeared on stage 

and Ira introduced fellow musician, Marc Berner, playing a bass flute (what a sound). In perfect Ira style, it was 

amazing. Growing from the sound of two flutes, to the wailing of saxophones, trumpets and the human 

voiceé..it was truly amazing. 

 

 

The audience in attendance that day was treated to a few 

surprises and rarities, as was I. It was the perfect ending to a 

most rewarding afternoon. There was a lot of love in that 

room. Were you there? Also honored that day was Thelma 

Valles, the backbone of the Sunshine Jazz Organization. She 

was presented with ñThe Keeper of the Flameò award. Her 

persistence, tenacity, dedication, and strength behind the 

scenes has kept the SJO the premiere support group in this 

area, now in its 25th year of supporting jazz - ñAmericaôs 

Classical Music.ò Congratulations to Thelma, to SJO and to 

all the inductees.      
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2010 SOUTH FLORIDA JAZZ HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES  

2010 Inductees (Installed June 5th, 2011): 

Charles Austin, Multi-instrumentalist/Educator 

Ira Sullivan, Multi-instrumentalist/Educator 

Melville ñMelò Dancy, Singer/Pianist/Composer 

Leonard ñLenò Pace, Radio Personality 

Eric Knight, Pianist/Composer/Educator (Posthumously) 

*Accepted by Mrs. Joyce Knight (Widow) 

John Francis ñJacoò Pastorius, Bassist/Innovator (Posthumously) 

*Accepted by John and Johnny (son and grandson) Pastorius 

 

 
©Howard Moss All Rights Reserved 

 

Charles Austin - Melvin Dancy (seated) - Leonard Pace (behind) - Mrs. Eric Knight - Ira Sulli van ï John & Johnny Pastorius  
                                                      

 

 

 

On that day, June 5th, we announced four inductees for 2011, chosen by our committee,  

and two inductees voted in by the audience in attendance. To be installed June, 2012 are: 

 

 

Melton Mustafa, Musician/Educator 

The Billy Marcus Quartet - William ñBillyò Marcus, Eric Allison, Don Mosely, Gary Duchaine 

Nancy Murphy, Restaurateur/Ernyôs Jazz Festival (Posthumously) 

Richard ñBlueò Mitchell, Musician (Posthumously) 

William ñBillyò Rolle, Big Band Director, Educator (Posthumously) 

William ñBillò Peeples, Musician (Posthumously) 

 

Believe it or not, all these people have graced these shores at some point in their lives and have helped to 

make/keep South Florida alive with musicé..jazz music. How could we not honor them?  
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This is only the tip of the iceberg. There are so many more, and weôre working on it.  If there is one youôd like 

to add to the list of nominees for the future, please send an email to southfloridajazzhof@yahoo.com, or send a 

snail mail to South Florida Jazz Hall of Fame, P.O. Box 681786, Miami, Florida 33168. 

 

 

A very big Thank You to our co-sponsors for this event, the Sunshine Jazz Organization, and 

a special thank you to all who helped to make this a successful venture. We thank you for 

believing, and we hope to see your face in the place at our next installation, June, 2012. 

     

Alice Day, founder, chairperson 

South Florida Jazz Hall of Fame 

            

 
SJOôS Summer Park Series Presents ñThe Pied Piper of Percussionò Steve Gryb    
The Sunshine Jazz Organization is proud to announce our continued partnership 

with Miami-Dade Countyôs Arts in the Park Program as we return with the ñJazz 

in the Park Touring Seriesò, an outreach program which allows youth in various 

Miami-Dade County parks to experience some of South Floridaôs finest jazz 

artists. 

 

As part of this summerôs series, SJO will feature Steve Gryb as The Pied Piper of 

Percussion, a stimulating, interactive, hands-on experience.  Mr. Gryb is a 

nationally recognized and innovative award-winning musician, educator, author 

and musicologist with over 25 years of experience entertaining audiences of all 

ages. His musical shows are in constant demand year-round at major festivals, 

schools and events throughout the United States. 

 

 

Jazz in the Park Summer Touring Series ï  

Workshops with Steve Gryb will be presented on: 

July 14 ï West Perrine Park, 10301 SW 170 Terrace, Miami ï 1:00 pm 

July 25 ï Raices Cultural Arts Center at Miller Dr. Park, 5510 SW 94 Court, Miami 3pm 

 

 

These events are provided with the support of the Metropolitan Miami-Dade Council Cultural Council and the 

Metropolitan Miami-Dade County Board of County Commissioners, and  Co-Sponsored by Miami-Dade Parks 

and Arts & Culture Division serving over 1,000 youth. 

                                      
ñJazz on The Lawnò Enriches Many by Keith Valles  
Iôve been fortunate to have experienced performances by some of the best Jazz artists and, on this beautiful 

summer day, on the lawn of Carol City Middle School in Miami Gardens, I was treated to some of South 

Floridaôs greats. SJO was invited to participate in CCMSôs annual ñJazz on the Lawnò event, hosted by Janice 

Jackson, along with the extraordinary Joe Donato and the brilliant percussionist Madafo, and their own Carol 

City Middle School Jazz Band conducted by Mr. Francisco Williams. Of course, Joe Donato and Madafo 

played to perfection before a host of parents, faculty and middle school kids as Joe showed off his skills by 

playing with two saxophones at the same time. You should have seen the amazed faces of those kids!  
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Then Madafo played his drums, not simply as a song but as a story telling rhythm, full of ear catching words of 

wisdom, as the elders of many tribes do back in Africa ñInterestingò.   

 

While all this was going on I could not help but notice a very young & disciplined group of 7th & 8th grade 

school kids in the CCMS Jazz Band setting up to play, then opening with Jazz classic, ñTake The A Trainò, and 

they sounded great! Certainly not like a bunch of kids, but instead like well-rehearsed professionals. I was 

amazed! Then, band director of only six years, Mr. Francisco Williams, had them play another Jazz classic 

ñKiller Joeò. Again I was very pleased by what I was hearing coming from such a young group of kids in, of all 

places, a public middle school. Considering the budget cuts going on throughout our public schools, Mr. 

Williamsô kids looked and sounded like seasoned veterans. Rightfully so, since the Carol City Middle School 

band receives the highest evaluations and rankings from the County for the past three years. Theyôve been 

playing everywhere - Teacher of the Year Breakfast, Motherôs Day Breakfast, and former Miami-Dade County 

Commissioner Betty Fergusonôs events. Theyôve played with professional bands such as with Melton Mustafa, 

Jr. as well as with the senior Mustafaôs Florida Memorial Jazz program. 

 

 

Our host for the evening was the remarkable Ms. Janice Jackson, mother of two and of Carol City Middleôs 

many kids. Janiceôs heroes are her mom and dad, who she credits for her strong sense of nurturing and caring 

spirit that keeps her running all the time. She knew there was a definite need for a positive program that would 

attract the parents and sponsors to CCMS and she came up with the Jazz on the Lawn series. She hoped that a 

ñpositiveò attitude and strong Jazz environment would create an inviting ñwelcome matò for the parents and 

school faculty to come together to benefit the kids of CCMS, and it has! Thanks to Janiceôs determination ñJazz 

on the Lawnò has been a great success for four years and counting. I enjoyed this event very much and Iôm sure 

the rest of the Jazz community would love to join me next year in May 2012. Thanks, Janice Jackson, and 

Francisco Williams with the Carol City Middle School Jazz band, for inviting the Sunshine Jazz Organization to 

participate in your schoolôs inspiring event.   
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